
January 30, 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Community Members: 
 
We are pleased to present you with our Annual Education Report (AER) which provides 
key information on the 2016-2017 educational progress for Highmeadow Common 
Campus STEAM.  The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by 
Federal and State laws.  This school’s report contains information about student 
assessment, accountability and teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, 
feel free to contact me for assistance. 
 
The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following website  
https://goo.gl/upRlWk 
or you may review a copy in Highmeadow's main office. 
 
For the 2016-17 year, no new Priority or Focus schools were named; some Priority or 
Focus schools did exit their status because they met the exit criteria. New Reward schools 
were identified using school rankings and Beating the Odds information. A Focus school 
is one that has a large achievement gap between the highest and lowest achieving 30% of 
schools. A Priority school is one whose achievement and growth is in the lowest 5% of 
all schools in the state. A Reward school is one that has achieved one or more of the 
following distinctions: top 5% of schools on the Top-to-Bottom School Rankings, top 5% 
of schools making the greatest gains in achievement (improvement metric), or “Beating 
the Odds” by outperforming the school’s predicted ranking and/or similar schools. Some 
schools are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases no label is given. 
 
The Highmeadow staff members work as a Professional Learning Community, learning 
from and collaborating with one another to ensure achievement and success for all 
students. Staff continually ask themselves the following questions: What do we want our 
students to learn? How will we know they have learned it? What will we do when 
students have not learned what is expected? How do we challenge our most able 
students? Along with being focused on the curriculum and the grade level expectations, 
staff continually seek effective strategies to support student achievement. Through our 
Professional Learning Community/collaborative time, a great deal of research, reading, 
data analysis, discussion, and planning takes place each year to accomplish our goals. 
 
The challenges we face include: 

• In the fall of 2017 the current Highmeadow program will move to a new facility 
and double in size.  Hour greatest challenge will be maintaining our current 
culture and academic expectations as we more than double our size. 

• Our second greatest challenge will be implementing our Project Based Learning 
units as we work toward Michigan STEM Certification. 

 
You may find multiple years of Annual Reports for all schools posted on Farmington’s 
website https://www.farmington.k12.mi.us/annual-reports.  As part of this correspondence 
the state asks that we provide a two year report on the following topics: 

https://goo.gl/upRlWk
https://www.farmington.k12.mi.us/annual-reports


 
Process for Assigning Pupils to the School 
Highmeadow Common Campus is a unique school of choice within the Farmington 
Public Schools. Students are selected through a lottery selection process. All students 
entering grades Kindergarten through fourth are welcome to apply. Highmeadow (HCC) 
is currently the only school of choice in Farmington Public Schools.  
 
The Status of our Three to Five Year School Improvement Plan 
Farmington Public School District follows the AdvancEd District/System Accreditation 
model.  All schools were NCA accredited through AdvancEd in spring of 2011.  
Highmeadow’s School Improvement Team met monthly with the other elementary 
schools of the district.  Teams were introduced to Michigan Department of Education’s 
new school improvement process.  AdvancEd’s online tool, ASSIST, was introduced and 
team members learned how to use it.  The 2015-16 Interim Self Assessment was 
completed and submitted.  Time was spent reviewing 2015-16 goals, which were 
developed in 2013-14 and focused on data analysis and the examination of current data, 
and completing the required 2015-16 diagnostics.  Highmeadow’s team used the state’s 
new achievement targets to set the objectives for each goal.  [Each school has its own 
unique set of annual targets for proficiency and progress based upon the number of 
students who demonstrated proficiency in 2013-2014.  All schools must reach 85% 
proficient by 2021-2022.]  In May, 2014, Highmeadow along with all district schools 
worked on completing 2015-16 School Improvement Goals and Plans to guide the 
District Improvement Plan.   
 
Our 2015-2016 school improvement goals included the following: 
 All students will improve their narrative writing skills by one scale score. Growth 

will be measured using the Writing Pathways Rubrics. Specifically, each grade 
level will focus on K-1 conventions, 2-3 structure and 4 development. 

 All students at Highmeadow Common Campus will become proficient in math. 
 All students will improve in the area of reading proficiency. 

 
The following is a summary of progress made in meeting the 2015-16 goals that were 
developed during the 2015-16 school year. 
 
Mathematics was Highmeadow’s overall highest content area based on the Fall 2014 to 
Spring 2015 NWEA data with grades three and four showing the greatest amount of 
growth. In the content area of reading in all grade levels students reading below the tenth 
percentile all made more than one year’s growth in grades first, second and fourth. 
Students continue to grow in the content area of writing based on common assessments 
designed locally. 
 
A Brief Description of Each Specialized School 
Highmeadow is a comprehensive elementary school offering a wide variety of programs 
and learning opportunities. In the fall of 2014 our community of learners began 
implementing our STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) 



philosophy. In the fall of 2017 the current Highmeadow STEAM program will move to a 
larger facility and span grades K-7. 

 
How to Access a Copy of the Core Curriculum, a Description of its Implementation, 
and an Explanation of any Variances 
Highmeadow's curriculum is in alignment with the Michigan Grade Level Content 
Expectations and can be accessed through curriculum maps on Farmington Public 
School’s website at https://farmingtonk12-oakland-
public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum (ATLAS Rubicon).  Courses offered at 
Highmeadow are filtered through a curriculum framing process to ensure that all courses 
are aligned to the MMC and include appropriate relevance and rigor.  Additionally, 
Farmington staff members have been involved in The Common Core-Oakland Project 
since May, 2010.  The initiative to develop and implement kindergarten through grade 12 
curriculum in English Language Arts and mathematics based on the State adopted 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) was undertaken by the twenty nine districts of 
Oakland County, Michigan. The following is a link to informational CCSS resources 
developed by National PTA: www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3552    
 
Aggregate Student Achievement Results of Local and National Competency Tests  
During the 2013-14 school year, Farmington Public Schools participated in the Michigan 
Council for Educator Effectiveness (MCEE) Pilot of Teacher Evaluations and used 
Northwest Evaluation Association’s Measures of Academic Progress to monitor student 
growth.  As a result of this participation, once again Northwest Evaluation Association’s 
Measures of Academic Progress was administered to 1st through 12th grade students 
during the spring of the 2015-16 school year.  Please see the attached NWEA’s most 
recent data report. 
 
The Number and Percent of Students represented by Parents at Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
 
Each year 100% of our student and parents attend parent teacher conferences twice a year 
during our traditional parent teacher fall conference and our spring celebration of 
learning. 
 
We are proud of the work we have done to ensure student success. Our students continue 
to learn to think differently as they solve their problems and develop their creativity, 
communication, collaboration and critical thinking skills. Students in all grade levels take 
part in design challenges and maker centers. 

 
The Highmeadow Common Campus will continue to work diligently and collaboratively 
to support teaching and student learning during the 2016-2017 school year.  We look 
forward to meeting the needs of our students and partnering with our families to 
maximize our students’ successes as learners. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

https://farmingtonk12-oakland-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum
https://farmingtonk12-oakland-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum
http://www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3552


 
Dyanne Sanders, Ph.D. 
Principal, Highmeadow Common Campus 
 
 
 
 
 


